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Our Identity Standing together hopeful, thankful, worshipful • Our Mission A loving, welcoming Christian 
community moving closer to God • Our Vision A Christ-centered, multi-generational family that values:  
Faith-filled worship, spiritual growth, mission outreach, celebrating individual’s gifts

open hearts, open minds, open doors

Spring Prayer of  Gratitude
an interfaith blessing from an earth-centered spiritual tradition

Earth Mother, Sky Father: we ask you to fill our hearts with grati-
tude for the many and varied blessings of this spring season. We 

find easy joy in lengthening of the days, the quickening of our garden 
seeds in the warming soil, the intermittent sunshine, the budding 
of trees, and the blossoming of flowers. Help us also to express and 

embody gratitude for the life-bringing rain, whose presence this 
season makes possible the fruitful harvest we depend upon for 

sustenance. We recognize the need for balance in all things: 
in the elemental forces that determine our weather, and in 

the subtle energies within ourselves. In this time when 
our days become increasingly 

longer than the nights, and 
the fiery, driving passion 
of the Sun becomes more 
apparent in our lives, we 

continue to give thanks for 
the watery, changeable influ-

ence of the Moon. Blessed be.

A Reconciling Congregation

Artwork by Arlene 



Thoughts From Our Pastor
submitted by Revered Tim Winslea

R ecently, as many of you know, Elizabeth was 
in an automobile accident. She was backing 

up out of our driveway and was hit by a car coming 
down the street. Most of us have been in some kind 
of car accident at some point in our lives. You know 
that sudden flush of adrenalin and how it makes 
you both nauseous and jumpy all at the same time. 
Instantly, the mind wants to run from responsibility. 

I was inside but came out at a run, and by the time 
I reached Elizabeth, she was already formulating 
her version of events. The other car was speeding, 
the neighbors shouldn’t park that big truck so close 
to our driveway, why do we own such a small car 

that you can’t see the 
street well through. 
Undoubtedly,  the 
person in the other 
car was also adrenal-
ized and rationalizing. 
I braced myself for 
fireworks. The other 
driver, now standing 
in the street, paused 
to take in the huge 
crumpled corner of 
her brand new Toyota, 
turned to Elizabeth and asked after her safety. We 
in turn made sure that she was also unharmed. 
Information was exchanged, apologies extended, 
and the terrible event ended with mutual concern 
and respect expressed all around.

It is easy to remember moments of road rage. 
They are shocking and disturbing — and, we are 
told, all too common. But they are not. All this week 
I have kept my eyes open for evidence of “road rage” 
and seen none. At the same time, I have witnessed 
dozens of examples of “pavement peace.” The car  
that got stuck in the center of the intersection, and 
everyone calmly drove around it. The person asleep 
at the light didn’t move when it turned green, and 
everyone quietly waited for them to notice. The 
dangerous merge that elicited no honking, no finger 
gestures, no glares. 

I, of course, remain grateful that Elizabeth’s 
accident caused no physical harm AND so little 
emotional distress. I am also grateful, though, 
that it has reminded me to look for the best in 
people — and to strive to act like that — and not 
the worse. Amen. 

Good Friday Service will be held on 
Friday, April 14, at 7pm in the Sanctuary. 

Easter Lily order forms will be in 
the April 2 and April 9 bulletins. As in 
past years, a list will appear in the Easter 
Sunday bulletin with the names of donors 
and honorees.



Book Reading
On Monday, April 3, at 7pm, MUMC will host 

a reading by Dr. Daniel Fisher from his new book, 
Heartbeats of Hope: The Empowerment Way to 
Recover Your Life. This event is being cosponsored 
by MUMC, and is organized by the National 
Empowerment Center. From the book: “I hope for a 
day when... every person who experiences extreme 
emotional states is engaged in respectful, hopeful, 
humanistic, and empowering relationships that 

enable them to heal 
and recover full, 
meaningful lives in 
the community.”

Please join us 
for what promises 
to be an informa-
tive and inspiring 
event on the topic 
o f  c o m m u n i t y -
based alternatives to  
traditional psychiat-
ric treatment.

Church Grounds Clean Up
Join us for the annual Church Grounds Clean 

Up on Saturday, April 1, from 9am-12pm. We will 
weed the flower beds, trim the hedges, spread bark 
dust, and generally tidy up the church grounds. 
Bring your gardening tools and wheel barrow!

Volunteers are invited to join us for a pizza and 
salad lunch at noon in the fellowship hall, immedi-
ately after the clean up. We hope to see you there!

Announcements

Save Your Stamps!
By saving cancelled stamps from your incoming mail, you can con-

tribute to Cancer Research. Wanda Adams has collected the stamps for 
years. She trims them and sends them to an organization that redeems 
them, and the money is donated to research. Invite your friends, family 
and coworkers to save stamps too.

Save stamps that have their perforations intact, not torn, cut or stained. 
Leave at least ¼ inch on each side of the stamp when cutting it from the 
envelope. Drop them in the box that is kept on the slant board next to the 
west door entrance.



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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Adult Sunday School (9:00am)

Worship; Children’s Sunday 
School; Youth Group (10:30am)

Church Life Meeting (12:00pm)

Ukrainian Easter Egg Painting 
(12:00pm)

Brown Bag Lunch Bible Study 
(12:00pm)

Trustees Meeting (7:00pm)

Simple Gifts (6:00pm)

Mary Circle (10:00am)

Lenten Bible Study (12:00pm)

Mission Committee Meeting 
(6:30pm)

District Committee on Ministries 
(9:00am-5:00pm)

Choir Practice (7:00pm)

Annual Church Grounds  
Clean Up (9:00am-12:00pm)

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Adult Sunday School (9:00am)

Worship; Children’s Sunday 
School (10:30am)

Second Sunday Lunch 
(12:00pm)

Ukrainian Easter Egg Painting 
(12:00pm)

UMW General Meeting (9:00am)

Lenten Bible Study (12:00pm)

Choir Practice 
(7:00pm)

XYZ Group (11:45am)

Open Hearts Food Pantry  
(3:00pm-6:00pm)

Good Friday Service (7:00pm)

Open Hearts Food Pantry 
(10:00am-12:00pm)

Ukrainian Easter Egg Painting 
(10:00am)

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

Easter Sunday
Adult Sunday School (9:00am)

Lydia Circle (9:00am)

Worship; Children’s Sunday 
School; Youth Group (10:30am)

UMW Board Meeting (10:00am)

UMW Book Group (1:15pm)

Films, Food & Faith: Antwone 
Fisher (6:00pm)

Choir Practice 
(7:00pm)

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

Adult Sunday School (9:00am)

Worship; Children’s Sunday 
School; Youth Group (10:30am)

Finance Committee Meeting 
(12:00pm)

Church Council Meeting 
(6:00pm)

Choir Practice 
(7:00pm)

30

Adult Sunday School (9:00am)

Worship; Children’s Sunday 
School (10:30am)

SCRIP orders due

April 2017 Montavilla United Methodist Church

Welcome to  
this place  
of  rest,  

laughter,  
and growth.

— U —

We come here because 
our questions are 

respected, our insights 
are encouraged, and 

our hunger for mission 
is shared. 

— U —

Members of  this  
community — who 
include people of  

various ethnic groups, 
income levels, levels 
of  ability, religious 

backgrounds, sexual 
orientations, and  

gender identities —  
invite you to make 

this your home.
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Please check the church website (www.montavillaumc.org) for the most up-to-date information, as well as event descriptions and locations.
If  you would like to add an event to the church calendar, please email montavillaumchurch@gmail.com, or leave an “office note” in the box outside the church office.



Reading Program
T h e  Un i t e d  Me t h o d i s t 

Women’s Reading Program 
encourages members to think 
critically about current issues 
through an annual selection of 
member-reviewed books. It offers 
an excellent opportunity to deepen our 
spirituality and to broaden our understand-
ing of our mission work. 

There are four different program plans ranging 
from reading 5 to 20 books per year from five dif-
ferent resource categories:

•	 Education for Mission
•	 Leadership Development
•	 Nurturing for Community 
•	 Social Action
•	 Spiritual Growth

The Montavilla Unit was given recognition for 
their efforts this past year; in fact they were awarded 
more Reading Program certificates than any other 
group in the district.

Members received their certificates at the 
Columbia District United Methodist Women’s 
training on March 11, 2017. Congratulations to:

Anne Bell Pat Johnson
Glenna Brinker Barbara Roberts
Judy Burge Janice Stevens
Mickie Ellmers Becky Warren
Emmy Lou Johnson Turella Woods

If you are interested in finding out more about 
the program, please see Anne Bell.

Seed Packets Needed
The UMW is collecting seeds for 

the Jackson Ministries Green Thumb 
Gardening Project in Jackson, Ohio. Seeds 

are provided to low income families for their 
home gardens. There is a basket in the fellow-

ship hall for donations through April 17. Please 
see Pat Johnson with questions.

Mother’s Day Candle Sale
The UMW will be selling candles to be lit and 

dedicated at worship on Mother’s Day. You will be 
able to purchase a candle in memory of or in honor 
of a special woman in your life for $3.00, or 2 for 
$5.00. Forms will be available beginning April 2. 
When you purchase a candle in honor of someone, 
you will receive a pre-printed note card that you 
can mail to your honoree. See Turella Woods for 
more information.

Book Sale
On June 24, UMW will host a “Books by the 

Bag” sale in the MUMC parking lot. This fund-
raiser for UMW will be open to the public, and 
will include a hot dog lunch for purchase. We will 
provide shoppers with bags, and charge by the bag-
ful. Please join us to browse and have lunch, even if 
you aren’t planning on shopping! If you have books 
you would like to donate, please bring them to the 
church after June 1.

Campbell Soup Labels
UMW has collected Campbell Soup Labels for 

Education, but the program will no long accept 
labels after August 1, 2017. Thank you for helping 
with this project for schools.

UMW Corner
submitted by Turella Woods



Add color to your Easter celebrations and learn a new tradition!

Ukrainian-style Easter Eggs 
Workshops

Demonstration after Worship, March 26

Bring a lunch and make your own:
 Sundays, April 2 & April 9 at noon

Saturday, April 15 at 10am

~ plan on at least 2 hours ~ 

Open to all ages, all supplies provided
 Contact Robin Bown with questions: robinbown@aol.com
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Church Staff
Pastor, Rev. Timothy Winslea 
Office Manager, Emily García 
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Office Hours
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